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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
New students urged to ·embrace' liberal education 
New students who attended convocation cere-
monies on August 26 were urged to get more 
out of their education by crossing barriers and 
stepping outside their comfort zones. 
President Mark A. Murray welcomed students 
to the new academic year and urged them to 
study abroad and cross cultural and academic 
boundaries. 
Studying abroad, he said, will build skills 
needed in a global economy. "This will be of 
critical urgency as you will be collaborating 
on a global scale with someone from another 
country," he said. 
Murray urged students to take advantage of 
the many intercultural activities offered and to 
cross into other academic disciplines. 
"Keep your ear open to what else may be of 
interest to you. When you broaden your 
skills ... this will help you build yourself as a 
Across Campus 
Philosophy faculty 
member chairs research 
review committee 
Professors will always say they are buried in 
research. Paul Reitemeier can claim he's 
buried in research by other professors and stu-
dents. 
Reitemeier, associate professor of philosophy, 
is the new chair of the Human Research 
Review Committee. The 13-member commit-
tee of faculty members and two community 
members reviews all Grand Valley research 
concerning human subjects. Paul Huizenga, 
associate professor of biology, had been chair 
until his retirement last year. 
Reitemeier, who will still teach philosophy 
courses on a half-time basis, said the commit-
tee reviewed 290 research proposals last year. 
"So, we've never had two days that are the 
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change agent," Murray said. 
As new chair of the Faculty Senate, Rob 
Franciosi had similar words of advice for stu-
dents. He told the audience about an advanced 
placement English class he took in high 
school. 
"That's why I'm here today. It's Hamlet's 
fault," Franciosi said. "It was the first time I 
listened to the words and thought about what 
they meant." 
He advised students to embrace a liberal edu-
cation and "open yourselves up to whatever 
comes your way." 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, associate professor 
of philosophy, received the Distinguished 
Contribution in a Discipline Award. Jolanda 
Westerhof-Shultz, associate professor of edu-
cation , was named recipient of the 
Outstanding Teacher Award. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Provost Gayle Davis, right, hands the 
Distinguished Contribution in a Discipline 
Award to Teresa Castelao-Lawless at convoca-
tion on August 26 in the Fieldhouse. 
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same," Reitemeier said. 
"It's deliciously com-
plex. I'm so impressed 
with the vast knowledge 
and intellectual ability 
of faculty and students." 
For example, 
Reitemeier and others 
have reviewed a propos-
al concerning subjects 
in a student-made docu-
Paul Reitemeier 
mentary in a war-ravaged country and another 
about criminal assessments at various 
Michigan prisons. 
He brings a rich background in biomedical 
ethics to the position. Reitemeier had been a 
senior ethicist for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs . He also served on the ethics commit-
tee for St. Mary's and other hospitals. 
The Human Research Review Committee is 
within Graduate Studies and Grants 
Administration. Reitemeier said he hopes to 
streamline the application process by develop-
ing an online application form. 
Agreement names CHS 
as emergency location 
The unique features of the Cook-De Vos Center 
for Health Sciences make it an ideal location 
for aiding medical personnel in case of disaster. 
Grand Valley representatives recently signed 
an agreement, faci litated by a regional 
response coali tion, with Spectrum Health that 
designates CHS as a location to transfer and 
care for patients by hospital and emergency 
personnel. Officials said the agreement serves 
as a model for other such collaborations. 
Jon Jellema, associate vice president for 
Academic Affairs, said the university offers 
continued on page 2 
2 Forum I August 30, 2005 
Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
"an almost intuitive fit of what Spectrum Health needs during a disaster." 
Located on Michigan Avenue near Spectrum Health, CHS houses Grand 
Valley's colleges of nursing and health professions and has more than 30 
teaching and research laboratories. 
Tim Bulson, Kent County regional bioterrorism preparedness coordinator, 
said the county received federal grant funds from the Health and Human 
Services Department to help prepare and plan for terrorist-related disas-
ters. The regional planning coalition includes 13 West Michigan counties. 
Music faculty member named 
FTLC assistant director 
Kurt Ellenberger 
Kurt Ellenberger, associate professor of 
music, was appointed to a new position, 
assistant director for grants at the Pew 
Faculty Teaching and Leaming Center. 
In this position, Ellenberger will oversee 
FTLC's grant program, including evaluating 
the competitive grants that have been award-
ed. The position includes one course release 
for the academic year. 
Ellenberger has been a peer reviewer for Jazz 
Educators' Journal and works with authors 
who have submitted manuscripts. He is director of the university's jazz 
studies program and has successfully received grants at Grand Valley and 
for community projects. 
Flood wall repair project underway 
Repair work on an Eberhard Center flood wall started in mid-August and 
should be completed by mid-October. 
Work crews will repair sidewalks and flood wall damage sustained during 
last year's spring and winter. The university sidewalk and City River Walk 
will be closed at the Blue Pedestrian Bridge and also along the Grand 
River to Fulton Street. Pioneer Construction Company is the construction 
manager for the project. 
Student scholar presentations 
Photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick 
Honors College student Stacie Makino talks about her sum-
mer research project during a presentation by summer 
scholars on August 10 in the Kirkhof Center's Grand River 
Room. Twenty students were involved in summer research 
projects through the McNair or Summer Scholars programs. 
Students from Slovenia visit campus 
Criminal justice students 
from Slovenia and profes-
sor Gorazd Mesko toured 
West Michigan and Grand 
Valley during an August 
visit hosted by James 
Houston, professor of crim-
inal justice. 
Grand Valley and the 
University of Maribor's 
College of Criminal Justice 
and Security Studies have a 
partnership and faculty 
exchange agreement. 
Photo courtesy of Jim Houston 
Slovenia students and professor Gorazd 
Mesko (center) visit the Grand Haven pier. 
continues on page 3 
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FORUM 
Volume 30, Number 5 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and lnformation Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 6I6-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an on]jne 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
GVFaces 
Bob Schoofs 
Periodicals librarian 
As periodicals librarian for Grand Valley's campus-
es, Bob Schoofs is in charge of the journals, 
magazines and newspapers for each library. He 
also works at the reference desk, supervises staff 
and teaches students in writing classes how to use 
the library's online resources. 
"People don't consider librarians to be educators, 
but they are," Schoofs said. "There's more com-
plexity to our jobs than most people realize." 
As an undergraduate student at Indiana University, 
Schoofs majored in Germanic languages. After 
doing "some soul-searching," he said, he decided 
to pursue his master's degree in library science. 
"I've always enjoyed academic pursuits and the 
campus environment. It seemed like a good match 
for me," he said. 
Since Schoofs began his career, the field has devel-
oped rapidly. 
"We've got something like 16,000 journals online 
right now," he said. "Not that long ago, most of our 
journals were in 
paper. Things change 
all the time and we 
need to continue to 
learn in order to help 
our users." 
In addition to expand-
ing the collection of 
online journals, 
library staff members 
have added other fea-
tures, including "chat 
Bob Schoofs 
reference," which uses instant messaging programs 
to give students access to reference help from their 
home computers. 
Remaining creative and flexible is an important 
part of Schoofs ' job. By constantly re-evaluating 
and updating the periodicals collection, he is able 
to improve the collection, even considering limited 
space and finances. 
He said his biggest challenge remains getting the 
word out to students, faculty and staff about what 
the library has to offer. 
What's Ahead 
Individual financial 
counseling appointments 
available 
Representatives from TIAA-CREF and 
American Funds will be available in September 
for individual financial counseling appoint-
ments. 
Tim Sullivan, from American Funds, will be at 
the Allendale and Pew campuses September 7-8 
to discuss supplemental retirement accounts. To 
make an appointment, call Sullivan at 616-245-
8848 or send an e-mail to tim_sullivan@siion-
line.com. 
TIAA-CREF counselors will be on campus 
September 13-14 and October 12-13 to discuss 
retirement plans. To schedule an appointment, 
call Diane Fredrick at 800-842-2044 ext. 1409 
or visit the Web site at www.tiaa-cref.org/moc. 
Autumn Health forums 
look at health, spirituality 
For the fourth year in a row, Grand Valley's 
Autumn Health Forums will connect communi-
ty members with health care experts for a 
series of talks. This year's series will focus on 
spirituality and health. Details on the lectures 
follow: 
'Raw Art' exhibit features 
Heartside artists 
• September 14: Meditation, Stress and the 
Brain 
Dr. Michael J. Baime, clinical assistant profes-
sor of medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine 
Baime will review evidence that links stress 
with health and disease. He runs a system-wide 
stress management program for the University 
of Pennsylvania Health System. He has been 
included in Philadelphia Magazine's "Top 
Doctors" issue for seven consecutive years. 
• September 21: Faith and Health: 
Transforming Communities 
Mimi Kiser, RN, MPH, associate director of the 
Interfaith Health Program and associate faculty 
for research at the Rollins School of Public 
Health, Emory University 
Kiser will provide a conceptual framework 
oriented toward public health to describe the 
relationship between faith and health at individ-
ual, congregational, and community levels. 
Kiser has been with the Interfaith Health 
Program since 1993. 
• October.12: Spirituality and Health: What 
Does the Scientific Literature Say in 2005? 
Dr. Harold G. Koenig, M.D., co-director and 
founder of the Center for the Study of 
Religion/Spirituality and Health at Duke 
University 
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Koenig has published extensively in the fields 
of mental health, geriatrics, and religion. He 
will examine the historical relationship between 
religion and medicine, examining the otigins of 
health care, hospitals, medicine and nursing. 
• November 16: The Ethical Brain and the 
State of Neuroscience in 2005 
Michael Gazzaniga, Dartmouth College 's David 
T. McLaughlin Distinguished Professor, Center 
for Cognitive Neuroscience 
Gazzaniga will discuss how modem brain sci-
ence offers clues to questions about the rela-
tionship of ethics and genetics, and suggests our 
brains are powerful adaptive systems. He is the 
author of The Ethical Brain and has served on 
the President's Council on Bioethics since 
2001. 
The forums are from noon-I p.m. in the De Vos 
Center's Loosemore Auditorium. The forums 
are free and open to the public, but participants 
are asked to RSVP. For more information or to 
RSVP, visit www.gvsu.edu/ahf online or call 
xi 7180. 
The forums are hosted by Grand Rapids 
Medical Education and Research Center for 
Health Professions and Grand Valley's 
Continuing Education. They are sponsored by 
Saint Mary's Mercy Medical Center and 
Spectrum Health. 
Heartside Ministry also helped to locate 
artists. 
A compelling look at "raw art," and the lives of several self-taught artists 
who live in the Heartside district of Grand Rapids, will be featured at 
Grand Valley's Art Gallery in a new exhibit, "RAW ART: Division 
Avenue Artists." The exhibition runs through September 23; it is free and 
open to the public. 
"The first time I wandered down South 
Division Avenue, 10 years ago, in search 
of that little known group called the 
'Heartside artists,' I had no idea what I 
would discover," Roberts said. "I'd been 
told by a fellow artist that there would be a 
welcome place for me in the 10- by 8-foot 
room at Heartside Mirristry. I had to make 
a choice: either join the folk hanging 
around the dumpster sharing a bottle, or go 
inside and visit the 'sanctuary' of local art. 
I went inside." 
The French artist Jean Dubuffet is credited with beginning the raw art 
movement in the late 1940s. He collected artworks from people on the 
margins of society; many had been institutionalized, incarcerated or had 
struggled with poverty and personal loss. Curator Paris Tennenhouse 
said the artists selected for this exhibit reflect a variety of artistic, physi-
cal and mental abilities. 
"Each has their individual story as well as an innate desire and ability to 
create," she said. "It is their passion that motivates them even when 
obstacles may arise, and it is exactly their passion that cannot be 
defined." 
There are 50 pieces in the exhibition. The 
imagery is often deeply personal, sometimes 
repetitive, and always unique. Methods and 
Rick Ensley's 'Man with 
Hat' oil painting is 
among the works in an 
exhibit of Heartside 
artists at the Art Gallery. 
materials range from the most elementary to complex combinations of 
subject, pattern, color and form. 
She asked Reb Roberts of Sanctuary Folkart to be the guest curator, 
since he has a relationship with many of the artists. Ruth Swier from 
A public reception with artists is scheduled on September 8, from 
5-7 p.m., at the Art Gallery. 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
Catch Laker football 
on the Web 
Lubbers Stadium in Allendale won't be the only 
place to see a Grand Valley home football 
game. The university will stream all home 
games live on the Internet. 
The games are free and available through Grand 
Valley's Web site, www.gvsu.edu. Grand Valley 
made history when it streamed the first-ever 
NCAA Division II game live on the Web in 2002. 
More than 10,000 people clicked into past 
Laker Web casts and alumni from as far away 
as Micronesia e-mailed their appreciation. 
The university is looking into Web casting the 
away games and any post-season play, but the 
technology isn ' t available at all stadiums on the 
Lakers' schedule. The only confirmed away 
game that will be live on the Internet is the one 
at Northwood on October 22. The next home 
game is September 3 against Gannon. 
Sellers Walker receives 
'E' Quality Award 
The associate director of the Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership was 
continues on page 4 
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4 Forum I August 30, 2005 
ALENDAR OF VENTS 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616.331.ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Sept. 23 
Gallery hours: Art Department exhibit: "RAW 
ART: Division Avenue Artists." Art Gallery, 
PAC. Call x12563 for more information. 
Wed., Aug. 31 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
x12204 for more information. 
12 noon-6 p.m.: Blood Drive. 204 KC. 
Across Campus 
continued from page 3 
Fri., Sept. 2 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E 
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information. 
Sat., Sept. 3 
5 p.m. : University Club tailgater. Lubbers 
Stadium. Call x13592 for more information. 
Sports 
Home games only. 
Game times subject to change. 
Fri., Sept. 2 
2 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Central Washington. 
4 p.m.: Women's Soccer hosts Southern Illinois 
University-Edwardsville. 
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Florida Gulf Coast. 
Sat., Sep. 3 
12 noon: Volleyball hosts Wheeling Jesuit. 
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Minnesota Duluth. 
6 p.m.: Football hosts Gannon University. 
5-7 p.m.: Athletic Department Kid's Club Day 
pre-game events. FH. Call x18800 for more 
information. 
Sun., Sep. 4 
1 p.m. : Women 's Soccer hosts University of 
Missouri-St. Louis. 
···-----------------------------
honored by the Women 's Resource Center at the 15th annual Women's 
Equality Day celebration, held August 24 at the Eberhard Center. 
Karen Henry also received a 2005 Woman of "E" Quality Award. Henry 
has been the executive director of Weed & Seed for more than five years. 
Weed & Seed is an anti-crime initiative that is housed under Grand Valley's 
School of Criminal Justice. 
Margaret Sellers Walker received a 2005 Woman of "E" Quality Award. 
The award recognizes local women who have worked to improve the quali-
ty of life in the community, who are committed to ensuring women's equal 
access to resources and leadership, and who by their example are a source 
of inspiration to others. 
Book discussion precedes Grand Dialogue 
Douglas Kindschi, former dean of science and mathematics, spent the past 
year on sabbatical working to bring representatives from area scientific and 
religious communities to Grand Rapids for a series of events. 
Sellers Walker retired as a professor in the School of Public and Nonprofit 
Administration before taking on her current duties at the Johnson Center. "A Grand Dialogue in Science and Religion for the Greater Grand Rapids 
Area" is a collaboration of five area colleges and universities . Kindschi 
received a $15,000 grant from the Templeton Foundation and matching 
funds from Grand Valley to plan events . Prior to joining the faculty of Grand Valley, Sellers Walker was the assistant 
city manager for the City of Grand Rapids. She became the first woman 
and first African American to head a major division of the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources. She also served as personnel director for 
the Detroit Public Library. 
A book discussion of Darwin and Design: Does Evolution Have a 
Purpose ? is planned prior to the October 20 lecture by author Michael 
Ruse. To participate in the book discussion, or for more information, con-
tact Kindschi at kindschd@gvsu.edu or visit www.granddialogue.org. 
···-----------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Annis Water Resources Institute faculty mem-
bers Carl Ruetz and Don Uzarski were inter-
viewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13 about inva-
sive species in the Great Lakes. 
Don Uzarski, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, spoke during media 
conferences hosted by the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality in Traverse City and 
Bay City. 
James P. Dunn, associate professor of biology, 
was interviewed by the Muskegon Chronicle and 
WZZM-TV Channel 13 for stories about the 
endangered Karner blue butterfly and the devel-
opment of the Owasippie Boy Scout Reservation 
in Muskegon County. 
Ed Aboufadel, professor of mathematics, was 
interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13 about his 
Web site dedicated to predicting gas prices in 
Grand Rapids. 
Chemistry faculty members Deborah Herrington 
and Ellen Yezierski were interviewed by WGVU 
Radio about a grant to enhance primary and sec-
ondary science education. 
James Goode, professor of history and coordi-
nator of Middle East Studies, was interviewed by 
WGVU Radio about the Iraqi constitution. 
Erin Babson, manager of operations for the Pew 
Campus and Regional Centers, was interviewed 
by the Advance Newspapers about the new 
Allendale Express trial bus service. 
Sketches 
Hugh Jack, professor of engineering, gave a 
presentation, "How to Increase the Enrollment in 
Manufacturing and Technology Education," at 
the Society of Manufacturing Engineers Summit 
in Ocomomowoc, Wisconsin. He also participat-
ed in committee business meetings and chaired a 
session, "Manufacturing Will Survive." 
Regina Smith, assistant professor of Modem 
Literatures and Languages, presented a paper, 
"The Lower Alemannic Dialect: Transitional 
Area or the Far Side of an 'Isoglossic Abyss'?" 
and chaired a session on Sciolinginguistic 
Theory at the 17th International Conference on 
Historical Linguistics in Madison, Wisconsin. 
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